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the other Dominions, and attracted a vast inflow of capital,
accompanied by the most advanced industrial techniques.
Base metals were mined and exported to meet the demands
of an age growing increasingly metallurgical. The conse-
quent industrial expansion with abundant opportunities for
the common man reduced the frictions within the social
systems of the Dominions and facilitated that compromise
between the claims of social classes which lessens the strains
on parliamentary democracy.
Social struggle existed almost from the outset, but was
never intense enough to imperil parliamentarism. It did not
destroy, either the quality of political moderation brought
from Great Britain by the first settlers and repeatedly re-
newed, or the profound respect for political precedent and
practice. Expanding markets abroad stimulated economic
development at home, fostered a potent optimism which
coloured democratic experiment, instilled faith in social
engineering, and promised satisfaction for the material wants
of all. Thus the political and social life of the Dominions
has been profoundly influenced by circumstances external to
themselves and by the distinctive forces of contemporary
civilization. Few countries have responded more intimately
and quickly to the course of world history.